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Liberty Union: 

Four years ago, a small 
group of Vermonters, disgus
ted with the do-nothing pol
icies of the Democratic and 
Republican parties, formed a 
new political party to fight 
for the interests of work
ing people. They called the 
Liberty Union and in the last 
four years ~hat party has 
g,r'Own ~ran nandl"ul or peo-
ple to a party which is now 
su?ported by thousands of 
working Vermonters. During 
this campaign, the Liberty Un
ion will be running candidates 
for every major state and nat
ional office and dozens of 
candidates for the state leg
islature and county office. 

Over the years, the Lib
erty Union party has distin
guished itself from its do
nothing opponents by having 
the guts to stand up to the 
banks and corporations whQ own 
America and the state of Ver
mont. When the major elec
tric companies in Vermont, 
which are predominantly owned 
and controlled by out-of-state 
banks and corporations, deci
ded to raise their electric 
rates by as much as 65%, it 
was not the Democrats or Rep
ublicans who fought them. IT 
WAS THE LIBERTY UNION. 

When the telephone com
?any, which made 3 billion 
dollars in profits last year, 
decided to raise its rates by 
23% in Vermont, it was not the 
Democrats or Republicans who 
fought them ... it was the Lib
erty Union . When the Pizzi
galli Construction Company, 
and other large construction 
firms in the state, decided to 
break the organized labor . 
movement in that industry and 
substan~ially lower the stan
dard of living of the workers, 
it was not the Democ~ats or 
.Republicans who provided help. 
It was the Liberty Union. 

In March', when a consti
tutional amendment on the town 
meeting ballot would have ex
:ended the length of term of 

WHAT DOES THE LIBERTY UNION STAND FOR? 
A NEWSPAPER OF THE 

LIBERTY UNTON PARTY, 
ESSEX JUNCTION, VT. 

\o/E BELIEVE that it is wrong for some people to have 
billions of dollars while other people have nothing 
and that it is wrong for a handful of people at the' 
heads of huge multi-billion dollar banks and corpora
tions to determine the economic conditions under which 
we all have to live. 

-That the wealth and resources of this state and 
nation should be used to provide the best possible life 
for all the people, instead of being used to provide 
huge profits for a small number of wealthy and powerful 
financial interest r.roups. 

-That democracy should exist in the t<orkplace , the 
school system, and the market place - and not be limit
ed to one chance to vote every 2 or 4 years for candi
dateR who are virtuallv alike . 

-~ha utilitv Rervicr - such a~ electrici v ~~d T~l
ephone - are basic necessities n£ life which must not 
bp priced out of the reach of ordinary people . 

-That every citi~en is entitled to a decent job at a 
decent witge under safe tY'orking conditions. {Ie believe 
that people should not ~ave to choose between work un
der haZardous conditions and no work at all. 

-That evervone is entitled to a fair return for their 
lahor - including those "ho are self-employed such as 
farmers and shopkeepers . 

- That senior citizens are valuable members of society 
and should be given the opportunity for meaningful par
tic~pation in that society - free from economic depri 
vatl.on. 

-That women are equal to nen and that both sexes 
should he treated with respect and dignity - having 
equal rights and sharing equal responsibilities . 

-That in a free society, the government should not 
interfere in the personal lives of the citizens. 

-That it is wrong for any country to take advantage 
of the labor and resources of any other nation. 

the Governor and all statewide 
office holders from two years 
to four years, and further 
erode the power which averag€ 
people have over their govern
ment, it was the Liberty Union 
alone which led the fight that 
defeated that amendment. Every 
member of the Democratic Stat. 
Executive Committee supported 
that amendment and ~ top 
state office holder supported 
it. But we won. 

In the last year, while 
corporate profits in America 
have soared by 30%, the real 
income of the average working 
person has actually declined 
by 4 1/2 % because of infla
ti~n. In the state of Ver
mont, unemployment is now off
icially listed at 7.9% (al
though it is actually much 
higher); tens of thousands of 
workers earn the starvation 
wage of $2.00 an hour, and our 
senior citizens, who are often 

dependent upon a fixed income, 
are in desperate economic con
dition . Our farmers, whose 
products are needed more than 
ever in a world faced with 
mass starvation, are being 
driven off the land, and our 
young people are forced to 
LEAVE THE STATE AND SEEK EMP
LOYMENT ELSEWHERE. 

In this nation the rich 
are getting richer, the poor 
are getting poorer, and the 
people in the middle are find
ing it harder and harder just 
to survive. We in Liberty 
Union believe that it is ab
solutely absurd that some 
people, like the Rockefeller 
family, are allowed to have 
billions of dollars in per
sonal wealth and, more impor
tantly, control hundreds of 
billions of dollars in the 
national and world e~onomv; 
while the vast majority of 
people, who work hard for 
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their income, have scarcely 
enough money to adequately 
provide for their families. 

It is wrong for a United 
States Congress, which is dom
inated by big business, to 
provid~ giant loop-holes for 
the huse co~oratlons ~hi~e 
thlEt average wo"['king. .pe'I'son is 
fO'Y'ced 'to 'Pic U'pI e tax. b'U't"-

d n ~hat the corpara~lon5 and 
millionaire • .sneAk away f"rotrJ. 

We think it Is criminal 
that the Unl~ed S~a~es govern
ment, because of the influence 
of big business, spends bill
ions of the tax payers' doll
ars supporting virtually ev
ery military dictatorship in 
the world, and then tells us 
that there is IIno money avail
able" to provide a decent re
tirement program for the eld
erly or to reduce taxes. 

WE IN LIBERTY UNION BE
LIEVE THAT THE TIME IS NOW FOR 
WORKING PEOPLE AND SENIOR CIT
IZENS, fOR STUDENTS AND WOMEN, 
FOR ALL PEOPLE OF INDEPENDENT 
MIND AND SPIRIT TO STAND TO
GETHER AND FIGHT BACK. Despit. 
what the politicians may 
think, the state of Vermont 
is not made up predominantly 
of bankers and lawyers, real 
estate speculators or corpor
ate executives . On the con
trary, the vast majority of 
the people of this state are 
low income and working people. 

Alone, there is not much 
that one person can do against 
the huge corporations which 
dominate our state and nation, 
and the politicians who rep
resent their interests . But 
if we stand together, organize 
and fight back for our inter
ests - we can win. If you are 
an ordinary citizen who is 
disgusted with the Democrats 
and Republicans we urge you to 
run for office on the Liberty 

. Union , work with the Liberty 
Union, and vote for Liberty 
Union. If we stand together, 
we can win. For information 
about Liberty Union write P.O. 
Box 602, Essex Junction, Vt. 
or call 863-fin66 . 
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Martha Abbott, Liberty Union candidate 
for Governor, helped to found the Liberty 
Union in 1970 and has devoted a great deal 
of time and energy over the last four 
years to strengthening and expanding the 
third party on a statewide basis. She has 
been especially active in organizing oppo
sition to utility rate increases. 

As a candidate for Governor, Martha 
is emphasizing the reasons for the finan
cial plight of Vermonters. She has said: 
"Vermont should move rapidly in the direc
tion of freeing itself economically from 
the domination of Boston banks and New 
York investment houses. As long as Ver
mont's resources and Vermonters' labor con
tinues to be drained out of the state to 
enrich the coffers of wealthy and powerful 
financiers, the wage scale and unemployment 
~evel will continue to work a hardship on 
Vermont's working people ." 

We shouldn't be loaning out money to 
try to entice more out-of-state buisnessmen 
to come to Vermont. Instead, we sbould 
use money like that allocated to AID (Aid 
to Industrial Development) to loan to Ver
mont workers to start new industries. This 
money could also be used to make loans to 
workers who want to buyout the places they 
now work in, some of which are being closed 
down by their owners. The industries could 
be run on a co-operative basis with each 
worker having an equal say in the ~olicies 
of the company, and the profits could go 
toward paying back the state loan. 

Martha has also called for a public 
takeover of the utility companies to stop 
the flow of millions of dollars each year 
out of Vermont' rate payers' money to weal
thy, out-of-state stock and bond holders. 
"iartha says: "Vermonters cannot afford to 
go on paying higher and higher utility 
rates and increases on the order of 65\, 
(the amount being requested by Green 
Mountain Power). 

While the other candidates for Gover
nor have expressed concern over the finan
cial plight of the utilities, Martha has 
blasted them for not speaking out about 
the desperate economic condition of the , 
rate payer. She has said that people 
should not be forced to choose between eat·, 
ing or keeping their homes warm. 

"Under public ownership, each rate 
payer would have one vote in the operation 
of the utility. The management would 
then be working fo~ the rate payers, not 
the stockholders. The rates would be low
er because we wouldn't be paying out pro
fits and money could be borrowed much more 
~heaply than it is now. 
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LIBERTY 
N&DC1 Kaufman is the Liberty Union can

didate for Attorney General. If elected, 
she would act as an advocate of the work
ing people, consumers, and Z"d.te payers of 
the state I and it i8 to them that she 
would be responsible. For the past two 
years, Nancy, as a lawyer, has been a pri
mary opponent of the utility and tele;none 
companies in Vermont. She has fought their 
continual rate increase requests on behalf 
of low income cliente. 

UNION 
For these reasons - and to represent 

the real interests of the people of this 
dtate not those of big business and the 
~eal thy - Nancy Kaufman is runn1 n.. for the 
)ffice ot Attorney vener&1. These inter
include • . 
--A moratorium on all utility rate increases 

and public ownership of all electric 
utilities. 

·-A moratorium on all nuclear power plants, 
construction and operation. 

·-An 1mmed1~te evacuation and shut down of 
'O/indsor State Prison. 

. >IN>B her experience representing low 
income clients, she has seen the working 
people of this state abused and unrepres
ented qy state government, with the Public 
Service Board openly siding with the util
ity companies. 

In the past two years, the Attorney 
~eneral has done nothing to stop rate in
creases, or to prosecute big business that 
robs the people of this state qy charging 
,igh interest rates and qy price fixing, or 
to protect the civil rights of women and of 
political dissidents. 

--Protection of rights to equal employment 
regardless of sex, race, creed, or polit
ical belief. 

--An end to discriminatory and illegal pri
cing and credit practices qy home heating 
oil dealers and distributors. 

--ExpOnsion and enforcement of right to know 
laws. 

Todd Manley, 22, a native Vermonter, 
is the Liberty Union candidate for Secre
tary of State. He has worked with the Li
berty Union party for two years, and 
through these activities and his job as a . 
VISTA he has come in contact with hundreds 
of low and middle income Vermonters. 

Todd is trying to call attention to 
the political nature of the Secretary of 
State's job. One very political aspect is 
that he/she charters corporations to oper
ate in Vermont. Todd thinks that the 
chartering process should be opened up to 
~ermonters and that they should decide on 
the standards a corporation has to meet in 
order to do business in Vermont. Among 
the areas he thinks Vermonters should ex
amine are a corporation's hiring practices, 
wages and working conditions, unionization 
policy, prices charged for products, who 
gets management jobs, and actions of the 
corporation which affect the environment. 
"Too many bus inesses come to Vermont and 
hire people for low wages, drain Vermont's 
resources and money away, mess up the en
virnment and then leave the state when 
they can make more money elsewhere." 

The Secretary of State also admini
sters election laws, and should be the 
leader in pushing for electoral reform. 
Specific proposals Todd Hanley wants to 
see are: 
1. A leave of absence from jobs for work
ers who wish to run for office, with a 
guaranteed return. 
2. Unemployment benefits for people runn
ing for office who make less than $12,000 
~ year. 
3. Free radio and television time for can
didates and -two free mailings to all the 
people in a candidate's , district. 

"If only the lawyers, real estate 
brokers and bankers can afford to run for 
office, how real is democracy? Our elec
toral process has to enable working people 
to start breaking up the power of people 
like the Rockefellers with their giant 
corporations and banks. Getting more 
working people into office, who can pro
tect their own interests, is a good start.' 

Michael Parenti, Liberty Union cand~ 
idate for U.S. House of Representatives 
is a 41 year old resident of Putney, Vt., 
and a community activist and political 
scientist who was fired from his teaching 
job at U.V.M. for standing up for his be
liefs. He has written numerous books and 
articles on behalf of working people and 
against such things as busines s profiteer
ing, big government, and the Vie+nam War. 

He wants' to see the giant corpor
ations broken up & the resources of 
the nation reorganized & owned by 
the people of the nation. As steps 
in changing the government 's prior
ities, Michael . proposes the follow
ing: 
--End the federal government's massive 

giveaway program to big business. End 
business subsidies, artifically rigged 
prices, tax loopholes for the rich and 
corporations. Build a tax system where 
each person pays their fair share. 

--End military waste and inflationary mil
itary spending. Stop supporting dicta
torships around the world with foreign 
aid. 

·--End the use of all nuclear power plants. 
Invest funds to develop clean , safe al
ternative energy systems. 

--Develop needed social services like low 
income housing, less highways and more 
hospitals and schools, national health 
care to heal the sick rather than enrich 
the doctors, less money spent on outer 
space and war machinery and more spent 
for the needs of the people. 

Michae:l has said: "Ultimately t we ne'ed 
people's ownership of the resources and 
~ealth of this great nation so that our 
labor will be used for .public need ~thet 
'than corporate greed." 



S T ATE-WIDE CANDIDATES 
Bernard Sanders, Liberty Union cand

date for the U.S. Senate, has become well 
known among Vermonters as a staunch advo
cate of the interests of working people. 
In two past campaigns, he has spoken out 
on the inherent injustice in a system 
where the vast majority of the wealth and 
decision-makipg power is held by a very 
small percentage of the people. 

During this campaign, ~rnie intends 
to concentrate his attention on the multi
billion dollar banks - such as Rockefell- . 
er's Chase Manhattan - which dominate one 
entire industry after another. The Chase 
Manhattan, for example, is the major stock
holder in C.B.S. and N.B.C. and the third 
major stockholder in A.B . C. The Chase 
Manhattan is the major stockholder in 
A.T.&T., General Electric, Union Carbide, 
United Airlines, American Airlines, North
west Airlines, National Airlines, Safeway 
Stores - to mention a small number of 
their investments 

Bernard Sanders believes that the 
nation has the wealth, natural resources, 
and labor productivity to provide a decent 
standard of living for every man, woman, 
and child. He feels that the basic reason 
that our economy is deteriorating and that 
our democracy is threatened is that the 
people who hold the economic and politi~al 
power in this country are not concerned 
about the needs of ordinary people - but 
rather about the accumulation of billions 
more in profits . Sanders believes that 
the huge multi-billion dollar banks and 
corporations have got to be broken up and 
that the economic and political power of 
the nation must be returned to the people. 

STOP 

During the last two years the cost 
of electricity in the state of Vermont has 
gone up by approximately 50%, and there 
appears to be no end in sight. The Green 
Hountain Power Company, which was recently 
granted a 5S\ temporary rate increase, is 
in the process of applying for a permanent 
rate increase of 65% . The Central Vermont 
Public Service Corporation is in the pro
cess of filing for a 30% increase in rates. 
The New England Telephone Company has re
cently been allowed by the Public Service 
Board to begin putting into effect a 23% 
rate increase, under bond, until the del
iberations are completed and the case de
cided. 

While Governor Salmon, his Republi
can opponents , and the Vermont Public Ser
vice Board bemoan the financial problems 
of the utility companies, and defend the 
rate increase requests, there is one sim
ple fact which these gentlemen ignore . 
THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE IN VERMONT 
SIMPLY CANNOT AFFORD TO KEEP PAYING MORE 
AND MORE FOR UTILITIES.! Where are work
ing people going to get the money to pay 
for the skyrocketting utility bills? Are 
they going to get the money by cutting 
down on the amount of food they purchase, 

"Two years ago, the major contract
ors in Vermont set out to destroy the 
trade unions in the state. It's been a 
long hard fight, and it's not over yet. 
During this time I have learned a lot 
about how the so-called IIsystem" works 
to rob the average men and women of Ver
mont of their economic stability, their 
right to a decent job and a decent wage, 
and of their dignity and respect. I have 
learned from the direct experience of our 
labor struggle, that it is big business 
which controls things, that the politic
ians do not respect people, and that there 
is no difference between the Republican 
and Democratic parties." 

Arthur Deloy , Liberty Union candid-
ate for Lt. Governor is not the kind of 
politician who has to have his picture ta
ken with a hard-hat on to demonstrate his 
feelings about labor, and the low income 
and working people of Vermont. He has 
been a member of the Laborer's Local Union 
#522 for 24 years, 18 of those years as 
business manager. His dedication to the 
people of Vermont shows clearly that there 
is no conflict of interest in his campaign. 
(Both of his opponents are real estate 
brokers. ) 

Neither is Art the kind of man who 
plays smart politics by keeping his mouth 
shut on important issues. This has been 
obvious for years, as he has fought the 
contractors in Vermont who are trying to 
break tt.e backs of the unions. He has op
enly blasted Tom Salmon who ignored the 
ad~ice of his own fact finding panel, 
wh~ch documented union-busting activities 
and suggested that the state not award any 
contracts to such companies. 

One of Art's aims has been strengthen 
'the existing unions. But as he has said 
"r d ' o not seek to represent only the int-
erests of un~on people in the state oE 
Vermont, nor only those of the working 
people, but the interests of all middle 
and low income people, In the coming 
months, I will be asking labor unions and 
many other groups if I can attend their 
meeting to ask their support for the Lib
erty Union P?I'ty." 

Art has expressed the need for the 
following reforms: 
--Complete health care regardless of 

income. 
--Adequate welfare and unemployment bene

fits for all who need them. He has de
manded the resignation of Welfare Comm
issioner Philbrook who has cut General 
Assistance to all people without dep
endents to one week out of every two 
months. Art has said that these cuts 
will only serve to aggravate the al
ready desperate and competitive job 
situation. 

--Livable, reasonably priced housing for 
alL 

--Reasonable utility rates. Art has 
blasted Salmon for his support of a 
6S% Green Mountain Power rate increase. 

--A tax structure that taxes those who 
have more money than they need to live 
comfortably on. 

If Art were Lt. Governor, his dUL~es 
would include presiding over the Senate, 
acting as a liason between the Governor 
and the Legislature, and replpcing the Gov
ernor when he or she is out-oE-state. As 
Art campaigns around the state asking sup
port for his bid to become the next Lt. 
Governor of Vermont - he finds that people 
do not even know who the present Lt. Gov
ernor is or what he does. Art Deloy says: 
"When I am elected Lt. Governor, the work
ing people of Vermont will know who their 
Lt. Governor is." 

UTILITY RATE INCREASES! 

or by taking money away from their child
ren's education, or by cutting corners on 
the money they allocate for the doctor and 
dentist, or from the two weeks vacation 
they had hoped to take? UTILITY RATE IN
CREASES HAVE GOT TO STOP - NOW! THE LI B
ERTY UNION CALLS FOR A MORATORIUM ON ALL 
UTILITY RATE INCREASES AND A ROLL-BACK 
IN_RATES TO JANUARY 1, 1974. 

Without exception, the major owners 
of the 3 larges Vermont utilities - New 
England Telephone Co ., Central Vermont 
Public Service Corp., and Green Mountain 
Power - are out-of-state banks, corpora
tions, and wealthy individuals. As a re
sult of soaring corporate profits, which 
were up 30% last year, there is no quest
ion but that these financiers are far bet
ter able to absorb the increased costs of 
the utilities than is the average working 
Vermonter . 

The New England Telephone Co., for 
example, is 85% owned by AT&T - the larg
est corporation in the world. Last year, 
AT&T made 3 billion dollars in profits -
more than any other corporation in the 
world. Last year's profits were an 18% 
increase over the preceding year, and all 
of these were an all time high for the 
gian~ utility. The largest single stock-

holder in AT&T is the Chase Manhattan Bank 
- a financial institution controlled by 
the Rockefeller family. Company records 
for AT&T indicate that .03% of the stock
holders own 24% of the stock. This means 
that a tiny number of some of the richest 
people in the world ~e the main bene
factors of the higher rates that we pay. 
With regard to the telephone company, Lib
erty Union believes that there not only 
should not be any increase in rates but 
that there should be a reduction in rates 
and a redesign of the rate structure which 
would provide for more local and free 
calls . 

Some of the major stockholders of the 
Central Vermont Public Service Corp. (the 
largest electric utility in Vermont) are 
Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith; 
the Hartford National Bank & Trust Co., 
the Manufacturer's Hanover, Trust, & The 
New England Merchants Bank . With current 
projections, this "hard-pressed" company 
will payout to its stockholders some 3 
million dollars in dividends for the com
ing year. During the last five years, 
Central Vermont has paid out 13.9 million 
dollars in dividends. Central Vermont is 
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LABOR 

Working people in Vermont have very 
little power over their workplaces. Much 
of the manufacturing industry hero in Ver
mont is owned by wealthy individuals and 
corporations located outside the state. 
Because industry is in the hands of, and 
run for , a relatively small number of peo
ple, those owners largely decide wage 
scales t working conditions and the number 
of jobs in Vermont . An example of the 
power a few p~ople have over the vast ma
jority of working men and women is shown 
by the Vermont construction trade union 
strike. 

The strike began in July 1972 when 
area contractors were due to renegotiate 
a contract they had signed two years be
fore. But led by Pizzigalli Construct
ion Co., the contractors insisted on eli
minating the union security and subcon
tractor clauses from the contract. With
out these clauses the contract ors would be 
free to hire non-union workers for l ower 
wages, effectivel y des troyi ng the unions . 

The five unions which went on str ike 
were the Bricklayers Local 4, Carpenter s 
Local 683, Ironwor ker s Local 474, Labor 
ers Local 522, and Operating Engineers 
Local 98 . The dispute was not over bet
ter wages or working conditions , but over 
the very existence of the unions them
selves . The contractors demonstrated that 
they had every intention of breaking the 
Wlions when they attended an "open shop 
workshop" , five months into the strike . ' 
wb~ch produced a 67 page booklet giving 
step by step instructions on how to break 
\Dlions in the construction indust'r}r . The 
contractors refused to change their dem
ands that the unions commit suicide and 
" ' .t was SlX months after the strike started 
before all the contractors even bothered 
to be present at a negotiating session. 

During his campaign for election, Tom 
Salmon pledged his support to the unions 
and his' opposition to the tactics of the 
contractors. As soon as he was elected 
Gov mor , how ver, Mr. Salmon forgot his 

- A CALL 
promises and did his best to aid the con
tractors. As a result of several demon
strations , and considerable public opinion, 
the Governor was forced to appoint a 3-man 
fact finding panel to investigate the 
cause of the strike and to make recommend
ations. This panel, which consisted of a 
representative from labor, a representative 
from management, and a neutral chairman, 
unanimously found that the contractors 
were not negotiating in good faith and 
were out to destroy the organized labor 
movement in the construction industry. 

The most important recommendation 
of the panel was that the state govern·· 
ment should not allow any of the union
breaking contractors to bid on state con
tracts. The feeling of the panel was 
that it was wrong for taxpayers' mopey 
to go to contractors who were involved in 
an effort to lower t he s tandard of living 
of the Vermont worker. 

The Governor, faced with contractors 
who had been accused by his own panel of 
trring t o b~ak ~he u~ions , did nothing . 

The strike i s still going on, and 
ther e a re l essons to be learned from what 
has happened . The strike is a good ex
ample of how wor king people are at the 
mercy of a few wealthy people, like the 
Pizzigalli and other contractors , who 
control the industry and thus the jobs 
and lives of thousands of Vermonters . 
Thei: interest is solely in increasing 
prof~ts, and they have not hesitated to 
do anything to ~ncrease their wealth. 

Laborer's Local 522 was on the pick
et line for months - virtually alone. 
Where were the politicians they had elec
ted to represent them? Where were the 
Democrats and Republicans who - during 
every campaign - tell us how much they are 
concerned about the needs of working peo
ple? They were not to be heard from. The 
members of the construction unions and 
their families learned the very sad less
on that when the campaigns are over - and 
the politicians no longer need your vote
if you work for a living you are on your 

STOP UTILITY RATE INCREASES! h:ontinued) 

returning to its stockholders a 16\ rate 
of return on their investment. Like Cen
tral Vermont , the Green Mountain Power 
Comapny is dominated by out-of-state cor
porate interests . This company , which is 
on the verge of "bankruptcy", will pay 
out over one million dollars in dividends 
during the coming year. 

THE MAJOR CAUSE or SKYROCKETING ELEC
TRIC RATES IN VERIIONT IS THE VERMONT YANK
EE NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, WHICH WAS FORCED 
UPON THE PEOPLE or THIS STATE BY THE PRI
VATE POWER INDUSTRY. Eight years ago, the 
management of the private utilities in 
Vermont waged an intensive lobbying eff
ort which succeeded in convincing the 
state legislature not to establish a non
profit corporation which had been designed 
to import cheap hydroelect ricity from Can
ada . Albert Cree , who was then the head 
of Central Vermont and who l ater became 
t he head of Yankee Nuclear, said that nu
clear power in Vermont could produce e l ec
trici ty at 4 mils per kwh . - cheaper than 
hydroel ectrici ty imported from Canada . 

Despite the fact t hat a Public Ser
vice Board cons ultant firm explicitly 
warned agains t t he danger s inherent i n nu
clear power - bot h financial and ecolog
ical - the private companies went ahead 
and built the plant. In t he first year 
of its operation the Yankee Nuclear Power 
Plant did not produce electricity at 4 
mils per kwh - as Cree had said it would -
but at 30 mils per kwh, twice as much as 
the average cost of power that Central 
Vermont was _purchasing from other sources. 

In a contract Central Vermont signed 
with Vermont Yankee, Central Vermont pro
mised to pay 35\ of Yankee's operating 
costs, and to buy 35\ of Yankee's power. 
Green Mountain Power made a similar arr
angement . This means that Yankee can ne
ver go broke no matter how expensive it 
is to run (or how inefficient) because 
Central Vermont and the other utilities 
have guaranteed its cost of operation, A 
COST WHICH IS PASSED ON TO THE CONSUMER. 

The pr ivate utilities , in addition, 
must pay Yankee even when it is shut down 
and even if it does not need the Yankee 
power . These are the types of expenses 
that the utilities justify as costs of 
doing business when they ask for higher 
r ates . Instead of i nvestors paying for 
these financ i al ~isks and mistakes, as 
they should, they are still receiving 
t heir profits and the rate payer s pick 
up t he burden , and watch t he cost of 
their e l ectricity r ise by as much as 
43% i n one year. 

THE LIBERTY UNION BELIEVES THAT 
THERE WILL BE NO REAL SOLUTION TO THE 
UTILITY CRI SI S UNTIL UTI LITIES CEASE TO 
BE OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY OUT- Or- STATE 
BANKS AND CORPORATIONS. These peopl e are 
not interested in producing the best poss
ible electricity or telephone service at 
t he cheapest pos s ible rates . Rat her, t hey 
are interested in providing the maximum 
profi ts to their s t ockholders. The Lib
erty Union believes that the e lectric com
panies and the telephone company should 
be placed under public ownership and run 

FOR UNITY 
own to struggle the best you can. And 
that is the lesson that all working people 
union and non-union, should learn from 
the construction strike. 

The main reason that the construction 
unions are in trouble today - and the main 
reas on why tens of thousands of Vermonters 
earn the starvation wage of $2.00 an hour, 
and why unemployment is extremely high, 
and why utility rates our soaring - is 
that the working people of the state of 
Vermont are not standing and fighting to
gether against the people who own this 
state and this nation. 

The union breaking contractors are 
thoroughly organized and have their 
friends in Montpelier working for them. 
The utility executive s are organized and 
have their friends on the Public Service 
Board serving the ir needs . The bankers 
are organized and have the Legis lative 
Committee working for t hem. But we , who 
make up t he vast major ity of the state ' s 
populat ion, have NO organization which 
really representsc>ur i nterests and fights 
for us . And t hat ' s why our real wages 
are declini ng by 4 1/2% a year while 
corporate profits are soaring . 

If working people are going to sur
vive the very difficult period ahead, it 
is clear that we have to unite and build 
a strong coalition that will represent all 
of our interests. We have got to build up 
the labor movement in this state so that 
it represents all the workers of Ver
mont, rather than a small minority of 
workers. 

We have got to fight so that the 
utilities in this state belong to the peo
ple who use them and not to out-of-state 
banks and corporations whose only inter
est is making money. We have to demand 
de~ent housing in this state for workers, 
and complete medical coverage at a price 
that people can afford. 

The fight will be long, and it will 
be hard . But with your involvement - and 
the involvement of thousands of other work
ing Vermonters - we can and will wir 

on a non-profit basis. In city after city 
publicly owned electric compan~es are pro
viding electricity to the people at cheap
er rates than the privately owned comp
anies . Burlington, for example, has a 
municipally owned electric company which 
provides the cheapest electric rates in 
Vermont. The Liberty Union believes that 
the Public Service Board should roll back 
the electric rates to what they were on 
January I, 1974. If the private electric 
companies cannot survive on that revenue, 
then they should be allowed to go bank
rupt . The state could then buy them out
cheap . We believe that the publicly owned 
utilities should not be run by a state bu
reaucracy , but should be divided up into 

.municipal light companies and rural co-ops. 
With public ownership , millions of 

dollars which are now paid out i n div id
ends and interest would remain i n Vermont , 
rather than going to out-of- state banks 
and corporati ons . Money could be borr
owed at lower rates from the Rural Elec
t r ification Association in rural areas , 
and from the sal e of state and l ocal bonds 
in the urban areas . 

Contr ary t o the statements from uti 
lity r epresentatives and politic ians, Ver-

monters would not be paying higher taxes 
under -public ownership than t hey are at 
present. That t axes that utilities s upp
osedly pay now are really paid by the con
su~~s .because they are counted by the 
utili ties as a cost of doing business 
I: ~s a simple economic fact that if ~ti
l1t1es were not paying out millions of 
dollars in profits, rates woUld be lower. 


