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MARTIN’S MEMO
by Eddie Martin

“Can the Mosketeers withstand the loss of last season’s top scorers 
and still field a winning contingent?” This is a thought that is in the mind 
of many a loyal Madison rooter.

At James Madison High School, a winning basketball team that is 
always a contender for the numerous Division, Borough, and City Cham­
pionships, is a tradition. It is a tradition that began thirty-three years ago 
when Mr. Jammy Moskowitz took over the reins as coach of Madison’s 
“Big Five.” Before we analyze Madison’s basketball team position by posi­
tion, we must take into account that when our team is sent out onto the 
hardwood it has had the benefit and privilege of being taught by one of 
the most outstanding coaches in the profession, which is an advantage 
within itself.

There is no doubt that Bohby Lynn’s proficiency as an outside set 
shooter will be missed at Madison. This is one weak spot in our team’s 
offensive. We do not have a consistent outside set shooter who can draw 
the defensive men out, in order to leave the middle open for the center 
or for driving layups. However, what we lack in one place we are able to 
make up in another. Two men. Bill Galantai and Harvey Herer, are re­
turning to the squad this season, both of whom started on last year’s team. 
In addition to them there is Joel Derketsch, who was a frequent substitute.

Captain, center and All-City candidate Billy Galantai is looked for to 
make up the slack in our offensive unit. On last year’s team he was our 
starting center, and although he was out for much of the season due to 
injuries he was able to average over thirteen points per game. His strong 
outside jump-shot kept the middle lane wide open for Ronnie Miller’s 
sensational drives and his extraor­
dinary rebounding ability (being 
6'6") enabled the Mosketeers’ of­
fensive machine to function to its 
fullest.

The star defensive ballplayer on 
the squad is Harvey Herer, who was 
also one of the starting five on last 
year’s Division I champs. Although 
Harvey is not a high scorer, his ex­
pert ball handling and fine defensive 
play should spark the team to many 
victories. Joel Derketsch played fre­
quently last season and he seems to 
have improved his shooting eye, as 
he scored seventeen points in an ex­
hibition game against Jefferson. Last 
season his being overweight posed 
quite a problem. The coach obvious­
ly aware of this played him for 
short periods only. We cannot recall, 
where at any time, Joel did more 
than play a few moments to spell one 
of the starting five. However, between seasons “big” Joel has trimmed down 
considerably and with his increased speed and agility, is likely to be a 
more valuable asset to the team. The loss of Ronnie Miller seemed to be 
insurmountable problem to the squad but Gary Notice seems to be filling 
his shoes quite ably. He is a deadly jump-shot artist in addition to having 
an all around steady game.

Recently a former Madison basketball star, Leon Gecker, who by the 
way was chosen All-City forward two years ago by the New York Daily 
News and the New York Post, has worked out with the team and he has 
said that this year’s team is a better all around ball club than the team 
he had played on. Incidentally, when Leon Gecker played for Madison the 
Mosketeers were third in the city, losing only to Boys High in the semi­
finals of the PSAL playoffs.

With the Mosketeers’ recent victory over an improved Eastern District 
team, we are able to predict that our team is going to be one of the best 
in the history of Madison.

Captain Bill Galantai

Madison "s /. V. Football Squad 
Instills Hope for Grid Victory

Amid the multitude of dreary disappointments produced by the Var­
sity Footballers’ poor showings, a small but still penetratingly shining light 
emanates from the gridiron. This glow has been produced by the im­
pressive performances of the varsity’s young counterparts, the J.V.

With the dearth of football talent obvious in the varsity ranks, the 
Madison rooter is provided with some satisfaction as he beholds the large 
scores our Junior Varsity has run up in previous encounters.

“We beat Midwood!! We trounced them 38-0.” These jubilant cries 
echo through the hallways and rebound from the proud tongues of 
faithful Madison partisans. G-------------------------------------------------------

“Surely it must have been in bas­
ketball, not on the gridiron,” won­
der the incredulous. But it was the 
football team that submerged their 
Midwood opponents under a power­
ful scoring wave. However, the beau­
tiful bubble is burst when the still 
dubious ask, “Which football team?”

Alas, the truth cannot be with­
held and we are forced to answer 
that the J.V. and not the varsity are 
the perpetrators of these magnificent 
deeds.

“But,” continues the faithful grid 
fan, “these are the boys who will be 
next year’s starters.” The J.V. boasts 
many stalwarts in both the offensive 
and defensive categories.

J.V. Provides Hope

The Murthamen have afforded us 
no opportunity for joy and cheering, 
and so we welcome with open arms 
our J.V.’s victorious season. The 
youngsters have provided a ray of 
hope that a football victory may once 
more grace the Madison scoreboard 
and for this, every despondent High­
waymen partisan thanks them.

Intramural News
The present intramural boys’ bas­

ketball season began with a double- 
header rivaling any that Madison 
Square Garden could possibly pro­
duce.

The opener featured a game be­
tween the Angels and the Hawks of 
the school’s private league. The 
Angels, led by Carl Childs, Jerry 
Kurtzman, Dave Segal and Gary 
Katz with 12, 8, 8, and 5 points re­
spectively, threw up a zone defense 
which completely stymied their op­
ponent’s offensive and came out with 
a 33-22 victory. John Hytewitz and 
Larry Rand also contributed fine per­
formances in the winning effort.

The nightcap was, in comparison 
to the first contest, a high and free 
scoring game. The Aces and the Cats 
stayed within a basket of each other 
for three quarters. However, the 
Cats couldn’t maintain the grueling 
pace and the Aces broke the game 
wide open in the final period and 
came out on top of a 59-45 score.

Karen, Dave and Gary

Mosketeers Outclass Eastern In Court Opener; 
Victory Eludes Footballers As Ref Recalls T.D.

------------ <«>-------—------------------------------------------------ i

Grover's Passes Lead 
Team To Paydirt

By Dave Segal
How does a drowning person feel 

when he manages to make his way 
to a floating ship only to lose his 
grasp and be lost forever? How does 
the condemned criminal feel when he 
sees the governor’s messenger, bear­
ing his pardon, enter through the 
prison gate, as the rope tightens 
around his neck? How does the man 
perched on a ledge of a building, 
threatening suicide, when finally per­
suaded to re-enter the window to 
safety feel when his first step misses 
the mark and he finds himself plung­
ing toward oblivion?

Touchdown Called Back
If you consider these instances to 

be among the heights of frustration, 
try to imagine the horrible feeling 
experienced by the Madison coaching 
staff when the game tying touchdown 
was called back because the referee 
claimed that our ballcarrier had 
stepped out of bounds.

The score at that time stood at 
fourteen to eight in favor of Tilden. 
The Blue and White’s first touchdown 
came in the second period when 
Feeny capped a sustained march with 
a four yard plunge to paydirt. Again 
Tilden tallied from the four with 
Boxer toting the pigskin.

The Murthamen finally came to 
life. Operating predominantly from 
a “T” formation, Stan Grover’s passes 
led the way. Marino plucked a Gro­
ver toss out of the air in the end- 
zone and Vlahakas did likewise to 
register eight Madison points.

Then came that play!! The Black 
and Gold had the game won when 
the referee called the play back. The 
rest of the game was a spiritless af­
fair, with Tilden’s Acker galloping 
all the way with an intercepted pass 
to end the scoring at 22-8, but who 
could blame the Murthamen?

Curtain Going Up On 
,58-’59 Mosketeers

On the fourteenth of November 
the curtain rose on the first per­
formance of the Madison basketball 
team. They made their 1958-59 debut 
against Eastern District High School. 
One, sitting in the balcony, might 
have found recognizing the players 
very difficult. During the perform­
ances, let us look at the playbill. 
Names like Seiler, Derketsch, Baken 
and Reich may be new to you. Before 
the next showing takes place, let’s 
call the headliners out for a prelim­
inary curtain call.

Hoop Playbill
BILLY GALANTAI — Center — 

His 6'6" stature gives him the added 
height needed to clear both the of­
fensive and defensive boards. He has 
an outstanding shooting eye and 
strong rebounding ability. This year 
the big man should top last year’s 
236 point season total and 13.9 scor­
ing average. Billy is a likely candi­
date for All-City honors.

HARVEY HERER — Guard —6/l". 
Starting his second year of varsity 
ball, Harvey will be a vital cog in 
Madison’s basketball prospects. As 
the key defensive man on the team, 
he adds color and spirit to the play.

GARY NOTICE — Guard —5'11". 
We expect to being seeing Gary 
demonstrating his driving layup this 
year, his best shot, and also his out­
side jump-shot is expected to chalk 
up many points for the Mosketeers.

JOEL DERKETSCH — Forward — 
6'4". Joel made a great showing at 
Madison’s scrimmages (dress rehear­
sals) and because of his improved 
shooting Mr. Moskowitz is looking 
towards him as a potential big scorer.

CHUCK BAKEN — Back Court — 
5rll". Chuck will be the fifth man 
in the starting lineup this season. He 
is a good ball handler and a steady 
team man.

The buzzer has sounded again. 
Seats everyone — the curtain is 
going up!

Photo by Steve Campus

DEADLY . . . “Big” Bill Galantai towers above the baffled Eastern District 
defenders as he goes up for one of his many accurate hook shots to pad 
his 26 point performance.

Soccermen Conclude 
Fru itfu l In itia l Year

Jefferson Trounces Murthamen 
Before Empty Cheering Sections

By Larry Rand
The Madison footballers returned to the gridiron after a three week 

layoff, but neither three weeks nor three years could help the Highwaymen 
snap their 20 game losing streak. The villains of this ignominious defeat 
were the Orange and Blue from Jefferson, who massacred the Murthamen 
before a sparsely filled grandstand almost devoid of Madison rooters. It 
seemed as if the late arrivals, the Cheerleaders, covered more yardage than

■^the Highwaymen that afternoon.
Sheeber of Jefferson took the open­

ing kick-off on his own thirty yard
marker and raced for the sidelines. 
As he approached a hoard of tacklers 
he handed off on a reverse to Gold­
smith who scampered the remaining 
fifty yards to the goal line. The 
points after touchdown were good, 
and after eight seconds of play Madi­
son was again on the tail end of the 
score, 8-0.

Finally the Murthamen took over 
the offensive. Unfortunately, the bark 
of the Madison offensive was a mere 
squeak compared to the roar of Jef­
ferson’s defensive line. The Orange 
and Blue’s offensive team returned 
to the field summoned by the recov­
ery of a Madison fumble. Their sec­
ond score was now imminent with 
only two minutes played in the first 
quarter.

Towards the end of the first pe­
riod, the Jeffs started to move again, 
but time, and. only time alone, was 
able to stop the attack as they racked 
up score after score to roll to a 44-0 
victory.

An amazing transformation, rival­
ing Cinderella’s pumpkin changing 
into a royal carriage in its unbeliev­
able characteristics, has occurred to 
Madison’s newest standard bearers, 
the soccer team. Originally rated as 
a weak squad, due to the lack of ex­
perience in the sport, the team has 
been changed like the pumpkin, into 
something wondrous — a solid unit 
with a major scoring punch and a 
strong defense.

Whose magic wand v/as waved 
over the team, no one knows, but the 
effects have led the Finomen to vic­
tories over East New York and 
Brooklyn Automotive by the scores 
of 2-1, and 3-1, respectively. Our 
wand waver must have been work­
ing overtime as the Booters eeked 
out a 1-1 tie with Wingate as Mickey 
Greenberg deadlocked the score.

No one rated the team as capable 
of winning at all, but the Kickers 
have made those who spoke this way, 
retract their statements. Mickey 
Greenberg leads the scoring with 
four goals and Ira Berlin follows 
closely with three. Due to the im­
proved playing of goalie Stan Gold­
berg, the defense has tightened up 
considerably, giving the offense a 
chance to operate to its fullest capac­
ity. As long as the soccer team keeps 
rolling along, we sincerely hope that 
the clock doesn’t strike twelve.

Sill Galantai Dominates 
Scoring With 26

By Dave Segal

Just as a new born colt takes his 
first uncertain steps, falters, falls, 
struggles to rise and finally begins 
to walk, so did the newest bearers 
of the Mosketeer heritage seem 
shaky at first but righted themselves 
and ran powerfully away from an 
outclassed Eastern District five, 68- 
52.

In the opening minutes of the game 
it seemed as if the loss of Miller, 
Lynn and Ryan was too much to 
bear as the Mosketeers played sloppy 
basketball, throwing the ball away 
and taking bad shots. Although they 
were never really behind by much, 
the Hoopsters did not seem to work 
as a unit. The individual shooting of 
Billy Galantai and Chuck Baken 
kept the team out in front by a 15-9 
score at the end of the first period.

The second quarter showed the 
Mosketeers begin to come to life as 
they displayed some snappy passes, 
good shots, and clever dribbling 
against the Eastern press. However, 
despite the Madisonians’ fine offen­
sive play, their zone defense was 
repeatedly cracked by Eastern’s 
Dunson who kept them close at half 
time, 32-26.

It was the third stanza when the 
Mosketeers reached full stride and 
began to run away from their oppon­
ents. Accurate shooting by Billy Gal­
antai, Harvey Herer, Chuck Baken 
and Gary Notice, and repeatedly suc­
cessful fast breaks led by Baken and 
Notice, made possible by rebounding 
of Galantai and Derketsch, sent the 
Highwaymen to a 51-38 lead, where 
they were never caught.

Team Functions As Unit
The team worked well as a unit 

with Baken and Notice directing 
them in the backcourt, Galantai and 
Derketsch doing the bulk of the re­
bounding and Herer with his driv­
ing and shooting from inside. Gal­
antai wound up the game’s leading 
scorer with 26 points. Herer’s 15, 
Baken’s 10 and Notice’s 9 helped lead 
the Mosketeers to their first victory 
of the season and hearten their root­
ers with an excellent brand of bas­
ketball at its finest.

MADISON (68)
FG FT T FG FT T

Herer 4 7 15 Berkowitz 0 4 4
Notice 3 3 9 Mendez 5 6 16
Galantai 10 6 26 Dunson 5 4 14Baken 4 2 10 Rice 0 8 8
Derketsch 1 0 2 Arington 2 0 4Mallis 2 0 4 Sinclair 2 0 4
Weitsen 1 0 2 Sampson 1 0 2Seiler 0 0 0
Reich 0 0 0

Totals 25 18 68 Totals 15 22 52

EASTERN (52)

Coursters Continue Annual 
Encounter With Boys High

With the blessed end of Midterms 
realized and the wonderful Thanks­
giving weekend ahead, what better 
way to celebrate your elation than 
by attending the thrilling traditional 
hoop rivalry between our Mosketeers 
and the Fisherman of Boys High?

Both teams consistently field strong 
contingents with the imprint of 
championship caliber strongly visible. 
This contest also brings together two 
of the best basketball coaches in the 
city, Jammy Moskowitz and Mickey 
Fisher.

Thrilling Game Predicted

Last year’s Boys game at Madison 
was just an indication of the type 
of contest usually provided. The 
Mosketeers, under the inspiration of 
their frenzied cheering section, ral­
lied from a first quarter deficit to 
overtake their opponents in the final 
seconds and win by the heart stop­
ping score of 55-53.

HARRIERS TAKE “FLATBUSH CHAMPS” 
BY DEFEATING LOCAL HIGH SCHOOLS

On November 11, under a sunny 
sky and over the hilly terrain of the 
tough Van Cortlandt Park, Madison’s 
cross-country squad captured first 
place in the annual “Flatbush Champs 
Meet.” This fine culmination to a 
very successful season was accom-

TUNING UP: Madison’s Cross Coun­
try team prepares for forthcoming 
championship contests.

plished with the aid of five of Madi­
son’s starting varsity.

The Krinskymen copped the Flat­
bush Championship by subduing 
Erasmus, Midwood and Wingate, last 
year’s titleholders.

Danny Jelinski and Bernie San­
ders finished one-two. Almost di­
rectly behind them were Lou Howort 
and Jeff Seide who finished fourth 
and sixth respectively and Phil Ho­
wort who rounded out the scorers 
by finishing twentieth. The other 
varsity members running at the meet 
were Jerry Leitman and Bob Pal- 
meri.

The PSAL City Championship 
Meet was held on the eighth of No­
vember. In this meet the Black and 
Gold made an excellent showing also. 
Out of fifty schools we finished in 
eighth place with Bernie Sanders 
and Lou Howort, the lone scorers.

Place Second in Brooklyn
In the Brooklyn Champs Meet 

Madison finished second to Brooklyn 
Automotive. In this event Bernie 
Sanders placed third, Lou Howort 
fourth, Captain Danny Jelinski 
eleventh and Jeff Seide seventeenth.

The club is very happy with its 
present showings. In the last meet 
of the season Captain Jelinski im­
proved his best time for the season 
by over-twenty-five seconds, while 
Lou Howort improved his by over 
one minute. With the return of Phil 
Howort, Ed Scott and Jeff Seide next 
year, it appears that the two and one- 
half milers will enjoy another great 
season.




