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John Stark of 
New Hampshire 

John Stark,one of the great military leaders of the 
Revolutionary War, was born on August 28, 1728 in 
Londonderry, New Hampshire .... On April 19, 1775, 
the gun shots rang out at Lexington and Concord -
and John Stark's peaceful farm life came to an end. 
The Americans had taken up arms against the British. 
The Revolutionary War had begun. From throughout 
the state of New Hampshire patriots raced to 
Massachusetts in order to join their fellow Americans 
in opposition to the British - and nobody·responded 
quicker or more effectively than did John Stark. 
Captain Stark was working at his saw mill when he 
heard the news and, as soon as he could change his 
clothes, he was on his horse and off to battle .... On 
June 17, 1775, the first major battle of the Revolu­
.tionary War was fought at.Bunker Hill - and John Stark 
and his New Hampshire men were in the middle of 
that battle and were, to a large degree, responsible 
for the American success. 

Stark was successful not only at Bunker Hill, 
but later led American Forces to victory at the Battle 
of Bennington - a battle that many historians consider 
to be the turning point of the Revolutionary w_ar. 
In order to-successfully continue his invasion of 
America, British General John Burgoyne needed 
more food, ammunition and horses for his advancing 
troops -and he decided to strike at Bennington, 
Vermont, where the Americans had a supply base 
that contained much of what Burgoyne needed .... 
General Stark, who was in command of the combined 
American forces at Bennington which numbered 
1300 men from New Hampshire, 400 from Vermont and 
350 from Massachusetts, divided his forces into 
two parts - and urged his men forward to capture 
the hill the British were defending. The Americans 
were successfu l. 

Great Leaders 
from 
New Hampshire 

r··-----

The state of New Hampshire has, over the years, 
produced many great national leaders. This filmstrip. 
provides brief, biographical sketches of five such 
individuals. 

"In 1830, in one of the most important and famous 
speeches in American history, Daniel Webster , 
responded to arguments put forth on the floor of 
the Senate by Robert Hayne ... .ln his 73 page 
response, in which he argued for the supremacy 
of federal law over states' rights, Webster concluded 
with his still famous statement. 'Liberty and Union, 
now and forever, one and inseparable."' 

"In 1852, despite his protests; the New Hampshire 
· Democratic State Comrnittee decided to support 

Franklin Pierce as a candidate for the Presidency of 
the United States. At the national Democratic Con­
vention in Baltimore, Pierce was not well known - but 
because a deadlock was created between the leading 
candidates, he received the party's nomination on 
the 49th ballot." . 

"As Editor of the powerful New York Tribune, 
Horace Greely supported. the cause of homestead 
legislation, labor unions, and women's rights - and 
strongly .opposed the social and economic injustices 
of his day, including the institution of slavery." 

"General Butler earned the hatred of many south­
erners through the very strict methods by which 
he ruled New Orleans in 1862 as the military gov­
ernor. His support for blacks, his execution of a 
southerner who had torn down the American flag, 
and his confiscation of property belonging to Con­
federate sympathizers earned him the title of "Beast 
Butler." 

"In 1900 Robert Frost's grandfather, concerned 
about the young man's uncertain future, set him up 
as a farmer in Derry, New Hampshire. Frost, who 
turned out not to be a very good farmer, remained 
in Derry for ten years - and it was there that he 
wrote some of his best known poems." 
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New Hampshire 
the Civil War 
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"On April 15, 1861, 3 days after the firing on 
Ft. Sumter, President Lincoln issued a call tor 
75,000 volunteers to put down the rebellion, and _ 
New Hampshire's response was immediate. Ichabod 
Goodwin, Governor of the state, asked for vOiun- -
teers to come forward to fill the state's quota 
tor the Union Army. From all over the state the 
men came, and the first call for New Hampshire 
troups, numbering 780 officers and men, was easily 
tilled. The Colonel, and leader of this first New 
Hampshire Regiment was Madon W. Tappen, of 
Bradford, United States Congressman." 

"New Hampshire's contribution to the Union et­
.tort went considerably beyond the thousands of 
soldiers she sent to the Army. Among the many 
important leaders in Washington who came from 
New Hampshire were Senator John P. Hale, one 
of the major figures in the Senate; Salmon P. Chase, 
Lincoln's Secretary of the Treasury and Supreme · 
Court Chief Justice; Charles A. Dana, Special 
Investigator for the War Department; Henry Wilson, 
powerful Senator from Massachusetts and General 
John A. Dix .. " 

"The cost of the Civil War for New Hampshire -
·in terms of dead, wounded and expenditure-was 
enormous. Thousands of the state's best young men 
were killed or wounded, and the people of the state 
spent some 13 million dollars for the war effort, a 
sum which amounted to about 10% of the state's 
total assessed valuation." 
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Order Form 

I would like to receive, for a ten day 
free trial period, the following sound 
filmstrips·on New England history. 
Please bill me for $18.50 for any single 
filmstrip I decide 10 keep, and $99.90 
(10% discount) for any six. If I decide 
to keep all 15, please bill me for the 
special price of $225. 

The American 
People's 
Historical Society 
295Yi Maple Street 
Burlington, Vermont 05401 
(802)864-7061 

D 

D 
D 

D 
D 

D 

VERMONT 

Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain 
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The Battle of Bennington 
Vermont, the Civil War and the Battle 
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Calvin Coolidge, President from 
Vermont 
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D Presidents from Massachusetts 
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D Massachusetts and the Sea 
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