
OFF FOR THE U.S.S.R.: Burlington assistant attorney John Franco, 
left, Youth Programs Director Jane Driscoll Sanders and her 
husband, Mayor Bernard Sanders, speak with the media before 
embarking on a 10-day trip to the Soviet Union with nine Vermont­
ers to attempt to establish a sister-city program with Yaroslavl. 

Group from Burlington 
departs for Soviet Union 
By Enrique Corredera 
Free Press Staff Writer 

In the mid.st of a superpower sum­
mit in the Soviet Union, a Burlington 
delegation departed Tuesday in hopes 
o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s i s t e r-c i t y
relationship with Yaroslavl.

"Clearly, Reagan and Gorbachev's 
· meeting is a wonderful step forward
(toward peace) but this delegation and
the concept of a sister-city relationship
is also an important part of that proc­
ess," said Mayor Bernard Sanders, who
is leading the group.

The 12-member delegation, made 
up mostly of city officials, is scheduled 
to arrive in Moscow today. The group 
will spend three days in Moscow, three 
days in Leningrad and three days in 
Yaroslavl. 

Yaroslavl is an ancient community 

on the Volga River located about 150 
miles northeast of Moscow with a 
population of 500,000. 

S a n d e r s  s a i d  t h e  s i s t e r-c i t y  
relationship could result in a steady 
exchange of programs between the two 
cities. 

"It seems to me that at a time 
when we're spending $1 trillion on 
weaponry and in which we have the 
capability now of destroying each oth­
er a dozen times over, it's absolutely 
imperative that people from different 
countries with different ideologies be­
gin the process of sitting down and 
communicating face to face," Sanders 
said. 

The city officials in the delegation 
are spending an estimated $1,500 each 
to pay their way for the trip, but they 
will be paid their· salaries and the time 
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