
BERNIE SANDERS 
THE VOICE FOR THE PEOPLE 

For eight years socialist Mayor Bernie Sanders has lit up 
Burlington politics like a firebomb. The fuse runs back through 
a theater in Chicago to a three-room apartment in Brooklyn. 

By M!:.~ Licktei~} '6' I ~ Three months from now, 
Free Press Staff Writer the man whose election 

The whole movie rattled was called a fluke leaves 
Bernie Sanders. But the office. Staff writer Mary 
scene that got him the most Ann Lickteig talked with 
was when Willy Loman, a those who worked with, 
failin~ trav~ling salesman, worked against or simply 
went m to his boss to ask to watched Bernie Sanders 
~taken off. the. road and over the years. This is the 
given an office Job. . 

The boss is busy playing first of a two-part report. 

with his new tape recorder. 
Loman shotlld"get ·i>tie, lie -
says. "Supposing you wanna 
hear J:iic;k B~y, s~? But 
you can't b~ · at liome at'that 
hour. So you tell the maid to 
tum the radio on when Jack 
Benny comes on, and this 
automatically goes on with 
the radio .... You can come 
home 12:00, 1:00, any time 
you like, and you get 
yourself a Coke and sit 
yourself down, throw the 
switch, and there's Jack 
Benny's program in the 
middle of the night." 

Sanders, a University of 
Chicago student, wanted to 
scream. What did that boss 
know about Willy Loman's 
struggle to keep food on the 
table? What did he know 
about Loman's fears about 
nearing retirement and 
having no money to rely on? 
How dare he suggest Loman 
spend two weeks salary on a 
toy. 

The movie was an 
adaptation of Arthur 
Miller's play, "Death of a 
Salesman," a tragedy 
depicting the downfall of a 
common man. For Sanders, 
the man who would become 
Burlington's ranting and 
raving socialist mayor, it hit 
too close to home. 

The movie was set in New 
York City, where Sanders 
grew up. He was born Sept. 
8, 1941 in Brooklyn to Polish 
immigrant Eli Sanders and 
his wife, Dorothy. Like 

11drrian, Eli Sanders was a 
r salesman. Both men had two 
· &OIJS. f'l~ , ~thtlr ha~~nQugb - -........i. 
mon~y, ' ·, I~ 

Lack df wealth was · · 
something Larry and Bernie 
Sanders didn't realize until 
they went to college and saw 
how other people lived. 
There was always food in 
the Sanders' house and beat. 

There was money. But 
there was just enough . 
money. If there was ever 
any extra, it sparked 
arguments. Dorothy Sanders 
wanted to go on a vacation 
for a couple of weeks. Eli 
worried about how much 
that would cost. 

Tension held up the walls 
of the tiny apartment like 
centrifugal force, everything 
revolving around money. 
Larry Sanders resolved to 
never get too concerned 
about wealth. Bernie still 
buys discount tennis shoes. 

Likes a good fight 

It is 12:30 p.m. on a 
Friday. Mayor Sanders was 
supposed to be at Memorial 
Auditorium to play 
basketball at noon, but a 
meeting with school officials 
ran long. They wanted a 
15 112-cent tax rate increase, 
and Sanders wanted a good 
explanation. 

Reforming taxes to shift 
the burden to big companies 
was on Sanders' agenda 
years before he became 

Bernard Sanders, 1989. 

mayor. The budget shouldn't 
be balanced on the backs of 
working people, he says. 

He pushed a resolution 
that would have eliminated 
property taxes for low
income senior citizens. 
Voters overwhelmingly 
approved it, but it was shot 
down by the Legislature. 
That still gets Sanders mad. 

The theme of his 
administration, the reason 
he knocked on every door in 
the city in 1981, has been to 
tell people that government 
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can work for them. They 
can challenge the two-party 
system and stand up to the 
ruling class. 

And people listened. Voter 
turnout swelled to record 
levels when Sanders was on 
the ballot. 

So when the people say, 
"Yes, we want the tax 
structure changed," and then 
the Legislature stands in the 
way, Sanders gets 
frustrated. 

Turn to SANDERS, 4A 
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